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Aspen Mountain provides a breathtak-
ing backdrop to this city-meets-the-
mountains home. “We maximized views 
by being creative with site access … 
bringing the driveway around the  
side of the property, for example,”  
says architect Charles Cunniffe. 

CASA 
CRESTA

Filled with art, music and love, this home was designed to welcome family Filled with art, music and love, this home was designed to welcome family 
and friends … and as a serene retreat to celebrate a 38-year marriage.and friends … and as a serene retreat to celebrate a 38-year marriage.
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erched on the top of a ridge on Aspen’s Red Mountain, Casa 
Cresta, the beloved home of an East Coast couple, has non-
stop views in every direction, and Aspen Mountain seems 
close enough to touch. “We wanted to be connected with 

nature and for that incredible energy to come inside the house,” 
says the wife. Although the home has commanding views from all 
the rooms (especially through the 23-foot-tall, curved glass wall 
in the great room), it maintains an intimacy. “It is like being in a 
comforting cocoon surrounded by trees, green in summer and 
white in winter,” says the wife. 

The homeowners’ previous home sat on this very spot, but, de-
spite a remodel and addition, it was still not the home of their 
dreams. They considered moving—but after much research, they 
realized this was the best lot, with its flat site (unusual for a 
mountain homesite) and 360-degree views. 

They had worked with Charles Cunniffe, principal of Aspen-
based Charles Cunniffe Architects, on projects in the past, so it 
was only natural that they turned to him to design their new 
mountaintop home. Primary on their list of requests was that 
every room have a view and the windows should be as large as 
possible. “I wanted to capture the views and that the interior 
rooms have a sense of the majestic outdoor space,” says the wife. 
“I didn’t want to be constricted.” 

Also high on the list: that the home be designed for large parties, 
like the family’s annual summer bash that draws scores of friends 
from across the globe, but that it should also function as a family 
home for the homeowners, their children and grandchildren.

Cunniffe sited the 14,222-square-foot home further back on 
the lot, leaving plenty of room for a large patio, swimming pool 
(with anti-slip tiles), two fire pits and a sizable outdoor dining and 
entertainment space. “It is a magnificent space to entertain—big 
enough to comfortably hold 100-plus people,” says the wife.  

P

An abundance of glass gives the home a lightness and transpar-
ency. The bold entry (framed in steel and sheathed in walnut)  
is wider outside and narrows toward the glass pivot door. This 
creates a sense of arrival into the spacious living room with its 
high ceilings, big fireplace and 23-foot-tall curved glass wall. 
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Relaxing is a priority in the living room. Comfortable seating 
around the 14-foot-long sandstone fireplace invites family 
and guests to linger. Blue upholstery on the custom curved-
back sofas was inspired by the Colorado sky. The large  
and colorful painting by Jim Dine is titled “Mr. Hollyhock.”  
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THIS PAGE, TOP: Sophisticated and minimalist in design, the kitch-
en is wrapped in white oak and has quartz countertops and double 
islands, ideal as a catering hub or for nights when the family wants 
to cook together. THIS PAGE, LEFT: One of the home’s beautiful 
bathrooms. OPPOSITE: The 10-top dining table sits beneath  
a dramatic Freeform Series Light Sculpture XIII by John Procario.
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The home is filled with light, art and music. It is a home that 
embraces spectacular mountain views while retaining an urban 
gentility. “This house is intentionally not Mountain Modern,” says 
Cunniffe. “It is very pleasant, very proper and very comfortable 
for the way the homeowners live.” Tall expanses of glass are de-
liberately designed to take the beholder’s eye upward—out to the 
mountain ranges and up to the ever-changing Aspen sky. 

Because the homeowners wanted a low-maintenance home, 
Porcelanosa porcelain tile was chosen for the exterior. It has the 
warmth of wood combined with the imperviousness of stone 
that makes it virtually fireproof. “The tiles contrast with the 
darker roof planes, elongating and grounding the home,” says 
Chad Molliconi, senior project architect.

“The entry cube with its glass pivot door is meant to ‘funnel 
you in,’” explains Cunniffe. The “compression” effect provides an 
“incredible sense of arrival” in the living room, with its vast ex-
panse of curved glass, high ceilings and monumental fireplace. 
In addition, the micro-perforated white oak ceiling planks and 
walnut panels were specifically tuned by a sound engineer to ac-
commodate different frequencies, avoiding reverberations from 
high-energy, DJ-driven music but also providing acoustical clar-
ity when only two people are speaking. 
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THIS PAGE: The walnut- 
paneled entry leads into the 
living room. Tivoli console  
is by Chai Ming Studios.  
OPPOSITE: Outside, the 
home’s pool and entertain-
ing deck has two fire pits, a 
waterfall, Tucci umbrellas and 
hidden extendable awnings. 
Engineered for a party tent, 
catering and DJ, the outdoor 
living area has amazing views.



152  153

2022 HOME OF THE YEAR

To access their bedroom suite and office, the homeown-
ers ascend a sculptural staircase. Two large architectural 
walls flank the staircase, but the steel-and-glass structure 
with white oak plank treads does not touch the wall— 
giving it a lightness and the appearance of floating in 
space. The owners’ bedroom, bath and deck were placed 
in a prime location—one of the unique spaces that has 
views to both north and south. “I wanted the mountains 
inside the room,” says the wife, “and here they are.” The 
suite remains one of the homeowners’ favorite spaces in 
the home—a private place to retreat, relax and recharge. 

Asked about her favorite places, the wife mentions the 
kitchen with its two islands—big enough for catering large 
dinners but ideal for times when the family gathers to 
cook together. Another favored gathering place is the the-
ater, which has 32 speakers in the ceiling and walls and an  
atmosphere that rivals any movie theater. The sink-into seat-
ing was specially made. “I was an unusual client,” she says,  
recalling the interior design process. “I had to sit in every 
chair and sofa and choose each individual fabric … for up-
holstery, window coverings, bedspreads and pillows.”

“It was my joy to go into the showrooms and gather thou-
sands of samples,” she continues. Maggi Whitmer Thomp-
son and Carrie Wolfer of Aspen-based Della + Zella Interiors 
remember sitting cross-legged on the floor with the wife, 
pondering and choosing fabrics. “I’m very proud of the jour-
ney we have taken,” says the wife. “Every choice—from ar-
chitectural design to fabrics and finishes … was done with 
warmth and intention.” 

“We have our hearts in this home,” she says. “It reflects 
our love and our 38-year marriage.” o

In the classically 
minimalist, aesthetically 
pleasing main bath-
room, large windows 
bring in the light and 
the wildness of the 
outdoors. “The home-
owners told us they 
wanted as much glass 
as possible,” says  
Cunniffe. The home  
is perched at the very  
top of a ridge, so  
privacy is not an issue.



The main suite has windows on both sides  
(offering north and south views), but high-moun-
tain light can be harsh. “The living room and bed-
room wings are well sheltered with overhanging 
eaves that mitigate the summer sunlight but allow 
for passive solar gain in winter,” says Cunniffe. >>  

“     IT IS LIKE BEING IN A COMFORTING COCOON SURROUNDED             BY TREES, GREEN IN SUMMER AND WHITE IN WINTER.” 
                                                                                                                                           ——  THE HOMEOWNER
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ARCHITECTURE AND  
INTERIOR DESIGN
CHARLES CUNNIFFE ARCHITECTS 
Aspen, CO, 970-925-5590
charles@cunniffe.com
ccaaspen.com

PROJECT STAFF
Charles Cunniffe, FAIA, Principal
Chad Molliconi, Senior  
Project Architect

INTERIOR DECORATOR
DELLA +  ZELLA INTERIORS 
Aspen, CO, 970-710-2075
maggi@dellaandzella.com
dellaandzella.com

PROJECT STAFF  
Maggi Whitmer Thompson  
and Carrie Wolfer

BUILDER
RUDD CONSTRUCTION
Basalt, CO, 970-927-9119
ruddconstruction.com

LANDSCAPE DESIGN 
GREG MOZIAN & ASSOCIATES
Basalt, CO, 970-927-2194
gregmozian@me.com
gregmozian.com

LAND DESIGN 39
Aspen, CO, 970-274-2430
amy@landdesign39.com
landdesign39.com

LANDSCAPE INSTALLATION 
DOWN TO EARTH LANDSCAPES 
AND CONSTRUCTION
Basalt, CO, 970-618-9707
bretts@downtoearthco.com

STRUCTURAL ENGINEER
KL&A ENGINEERS AND BUILDERS 
Carbondale, CO, 970-927-5174
ddoherty@klaa.com 
klaa.com

MEP ENGINEERING
ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING 
CONSULTANTS (AEC)
Avon, CO, 970-748-8520
taylor@aec-vail.com
aec-vail.com

HOME OF THE YEAR RESOURCES

CAPTION 
WORD 
COUNT
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CIVIL ENGINEERING
SGM, INC.
Glenwood Springs, CO 
970-945-1004
jayh@sgm-inc.com
sgm-inc.com

LIGHTING CONSULTANT
ELUMENATE, INC.
Aspen, CO, 970-925-2519
emily@elumenate.com
elumenate.com

HOME AUDIO VISUAL 
CAMPBELL AUDIO VIDEO
Carbondale, CO, 970-510-5489
campbellaudiovideo@gmail.com
campbellaudiovideo.com

POOL CONTRACTOR
TIMBERLINE POOL AND SPA
Silt, CO, 970-920-5251
julie@timberlinepools.com
timberlinepools.com

ACOUSTICAL DESIGN
D.L. ADAMS ASSOCIATES
Denver, CO, 303-455-1900
web@dlaa.com
dlaa.com

WINDOWS
GRABILL WINDOWS AND DOORS 
info@grabillwindow.com
pellaluxury.com/grabill
 

CABINETRY
COLORADO CUSTOM MILLWORK
Glenwood Springs, CO 
970-945-6857
coloradocustommillwork.com

TILE SUPPLIER
DECORATIVE MATERIALS 
Basalt, CO, 970-927-0700 
jenn@decorativematerials.com 
decorativematerials.com
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OPPOSITE: Casa 
Cresta was designed, 
in large part, to  
function as a lavish 
entertainment space. 
At the homeowners’ 
much-anticipated 
summer soiree, more 
than 100 guests from 
around the globe 
mingle around the 
beautifully lit swim-
ming pool—with the 
mountains in the back-
ground. THIS PAGE: 
The floating, sculptural 
staircase (steel and 
glass with white-oak 
planks) offers views  
of Aspen Mountain. 

>>  For a guide to this home’s products and pros, visit mountainliving.com/HOTY2022


